


PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION MINUTES – FEBRUARY 12TH 2025 

Village of Hobart Planning & Zoning Commission Minutes 
Hobart Village Office; 2990 S. Pine Tree Rd, Hobart, WI 

Wednesday, November 13, 2024 – 5:30 pm 

Date/Time: Wednesday February 12th 2025 (5:30 P.M.) 
Location: Hobart Village Office (2990 South Pine Tree Road) 

ROUTINE ITEMS TO BE ACTED UPON: 
1. Call to order/Roll Call – The meeting was called to order by Rich Heidel at 5:31 pm. Tom Dennee, Dave Dillenburg, David Johnson,

John Rather, and Rich Heidel were present. Excused: Jeff Ambrosius and Bob Ross.

2. Certification of the open meeting law agenda requirements and approval of the agenda – ACTION: To certify the open meeting
law agenda requirements and approve the agenda. MOTION: Dennee SECOND: Dillenburg VOICE VOTE: 5-0.

3. Approval of Minutes of the February 13, 2025 meeting – ACTION: To approve the Minutes of the November 13, 2025 meeting.
MOTION: Johnson SECOND: Rather VOICE VOTE: 5-0.

4. Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items – None.

ACTION ITEMS 
5. DISCUSSION AND ACTION – Consider Conditional Use Permit allowing a maximum of 10 animal units, exceeding the 5 units
permitted in the ER: Estate Residential District (HB-210-2, 2264 S. Pine Tree Road)
The current property owners, Chue Vang and Shor Yang, of the property located at 2264 S. Pine Tree Rd (HB-210-2) are requesting
consideration of a Conditional Use Permit increasing the number of animal units permitted from 5 to 10 animal units in the ER: Estate
Residential zoning district.

Appearing before the committee:  

Chue Vang, 2264 S. Pine Tree Rd 

ACTION: Assuming proper care and maintenance (waste disposal, housing, containment), to recommend conditional approval of 10 
animal units subject to the following conditions: 

1. The additional 5 animal units are limited to chickens as noted in the application.
2. Chickens shall be fenced in housed in an accessory structure (i.e. chicken coop) and shall not be able to be free range.
3. The Conditional use Permit may be brought back to the Village Board for consideration and revocation if the activities of

the operation result in repeated nuisance complaints, and/or violations of Village, County, State, or Federal regulations,
rules, or laws.

4. Conditional Use Permit shall be brought back to the Village Planning and Zoning Committee and Village Board for review
prior to any transfer in land ownership of the parcel.

5. Village to provide applicant guidelines outlined in the Chicken License Application.

MOTION: Heidel SECOND: Dennee VOICE VOTE: 5-0. 

6. DISCUSSION AND ACTION - Request to modify/ amend the Animal Ordinance, Chapter 102, pertaining to harboring chickens
A Village resident has requested that Village Administration review and consider amending a portion of Chapter 102, Animals, of the
Village Municipal Codes relating to the owning, harboring, and the possession of chickens (hens only) in the R-1: Single-Family
Residential zoning district. This request is for discussion purposes only at this time with possible direction to Village Staff.

Appearing before the committee: 

Scott Wesolowski, 1561 Fox Ct. 
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Chue Vang, 2264 S. Pine Tree Rd. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: The Committee asks that the Building & Code Compliance Director to bring back a revised ordinance to the 
Committee that addresses the addition of R1 to the ordinance, the number of hens, allowing a CUP to add hens, and the neighbor 
permission requirement.  
 
7. DISCUSSION AND ACTION - Modifications/Amendments to the Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 295, Section 295-17, Swimming 
Pools 
Village Staff is proposing modifications to section 295-17 of the Village’s ordinance relating to the regulations of swimming pools. 
Proposed modifications to this section pertain to including hot tubs and spas with the same requirements as swimming pools, and also 
permitting automated pool covers as an exemption to the fence barrier requirement. The Village’s current ordinance addresses the 
location and safety of swimming pools, however, it does not address hot tubs or spas. These other devices pose similar safety issues as 
swimming pools, so it is Staff’s recommendation to include hot tubs and spas in this code section. 
 
Appearing before the committee:  
 
Nicole Wick, 2706 Dream Lake Rd. 
Scott Wick, 2706 Dream Lake Rd. 
Scott Wesolowski, 1561 Fox Ct. 
 
ACTION: To approve the zoning modifications to swimming pool, tubs, and spas as listed in section 295-17, Swimming Pools, Hot 
Tubs, and Spas as submitted with the omission of hot tubs and spas. MOTION: Heidel SECOND: Dillenburg VOICE VOTE: 5-0. 

8. ADJOURN (6:51 PM) – MOTION: Dennee SECOND: Johnson VOICE VOTE: 5-0. 
 
 Respectfully submitted by Lisa Vanden Heuvel, Village Clerk 
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TO: Planning & Zoning Commission                     RE:  Discussion and action to amend the Village’s 

Codes Pertaining to Keeping and Maintaining 
Chickens, Chapter 102, and Portions of Chapter 295 
Zoning 

 
FROM: Todd Gerbers, Director of Planning & Code Compliance  DATE: March 19, 2025 

 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
A Village resident has requested that Village Administration review and consider amending portions of Chapter 102, 
Animals, and subsequently portions of Chapter 295 Zoning of the Village Municipal Codes relating to the keeping and 
maintaining of chickens (hens only) in all single-family zoning districts (including R-1: Single-Family Residential, R-4: 
Single and Two-Family Residential, PDD #1, and PDD #2 zoning districts). This request is for discussion and possible 
action with a recommendation to the Village Board. 
 
Following the directives from the February Planning & Zoning Commission meeting, Village Staff has made the changes 
to both Chapters 102 Animals and 295 Zoning to reflect the recommendations to permit chickens (hens only) in all single-
family residential zoning districts. Also, the requirement for an applicant to receive written approval from the adjoining 
neighbors has been modified to require that the applicant shall obtain the neighbor’s signatures that they were informed by 
the applicant of the keeping and maintaining chickens at a premises.  
 
As a recap of last month’s agenda item, Hobart currently prohibits the keeping and maintaining of chickens in the R-1 
zoning district (and a few other single-family districts) and after checking with surrounding municipalities, the vast 
majority permit chickens in their different single-family districts. Those municipalities that do annually license chickens 
in their respective single-family zoning districts: 
 

- Village of Bellevue – maximum of 4 hens (regardless of age) and 1 license per parcel 
- Village of Howard – maximum of 4 hens on lots of 2 acres or less, and 8 hens on lots larger than 2 acres 
- City of De Pere - maximum of 4 chickens and 1 license per parcel 
- City of Green Bay – maximum of 4 hens 
- Village of Allouez – up to 6 hens with license, and an additional 6 hens with written approval from adjacent 

property owners for a maximum of 12 hens 
 
The following municipality permits chickens in single-family districts, but only a total of 4 properties, not every property: 
 
Village of Ashwaubenon – maximum of 4 hens in a maximum of 4 single-family lots, village wide 
 
The following municipality permits chickens in residentially zoned parcels that have a minimum of 1 acre of lot area: 
 
Town of Lawrence – maximum of 4 hens (lot size must be at least 2 acres minimum) 
 
 

ISSUE:  Discussion and action on request to modify/ amend the Animal Ordinance, Chapter 102, and portions of 
Chapter 295 pertaining to keeping and maintaining of chickens         

 
RECOMMENDATION:  Direct Staff to make any necessary modifications and forward to the Village Board for 
a public hearing.    
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Attached you will find “marked up” copies of the Village’s Chicken License Application, portions of Chapter 102 
Animals, and the respective portions of Chapter 295 Zoning. 
 
The modifications to Chapter 102 Animals do not require a public hearing, however, the modifications to Chapter 295 
Zoning will require a public hearing. 
 
RECOMMENDATION/CONDITIONS 
 
Direct Staff to make any necessary modifications and forward to the Village Board for a public hearing if approved by the 
P&Z Commission. 
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License & Certification for the Keeping of Chickens 
 

I, ____________________________________, hereby apply for the required license to keep and  
  (Print Name)   
maintain chickens at _____________________________________________________, Village of  

(Print Address) 
Hobart, County of Brown, State of Wisconsin, and certify that I have read the Ordinance provisions applicable to the 

keeping of chickens at my Single-Family Zoning District. I further certify that I understand the applicable rules and 

regulations as follows: 

 
• Every person in the Village residing in a single-family zoning district (excluding ER: Estate Residential District) who 

owns one or more chickens shall secure an annual license regardless of age of the chickens.  The license and 
associated fee is to keep chickens and not a “per chicken” license.   

• That this license is an annual license, expiring on December 31st, and must be renewed prior to the expiration date 
for the following year. 

• That this license permits keeping no more than 6 hens (Gallus gallus domesticus) or pullets.  
• NO rooster chickens are permitted. 
• No person authorized to keep chickens in accordance with this license shall own, harbor or keep a chicken, which 

runs at large.  Any chicken not secured within a fenced enclosure or equivalent within the property limits of its 
owner or keeper, is declared to be “at large”, and is declared to be a public nuisance. 

• The slaughter of chickens in the single-family zoning district shall be prohibited. 
• The owner of chickens in the single-family zoning district shall provide enclosure and shelter that is detached and 

accessory to the principal dwelling and constructed and maintained so as to provide sufficient space to allow 
adequate freedom of movement and the retention of body heat for the health of the animal. 

• The owner of chickens in the single-family zoning district shall obtain signatures from the owner of all owner 
occupied neighboring properties within 100 feet of property lines informing them of the keeping and maintaining 
of chickens. 

• Shelters shall meet the following requirements per Village of Hobart Ordinance §102-9: 
 The shelter shall be structurally sound, moisture proof and maintained in good repair; 
 Chickens shall be provided shelters that are enclosed, predator-proof, insulated and adequately ventilated;  
 Shelters shall use exterior finish materials approved for exterior use and shall be of a color which is 

substantially similar to those used in the principal structure;  
 A sufficient quantity of suitable clean bedding material, to provide insulation and protection against the 

cold and dampness and promote the retention of body heat; 
 Shelters shall be constructed and designed to provide protection and warmth from weather and wind;  
 Chicken shelters shall measure a minimum of seven (7) square feet in area or three (3) square feet in area 

per chicken, whichever is greater, but not to exceed 64 square feet; 
 Chicken shelters shall be provided with one nest box per chicken; 
 Chicken shelters shall be provided with elevated perches to ensure chickens are able to rest in their 

natural roosting position; 
 Chicken shelters shall be elevated off the ground, constructed and maintained so as to prevent rodents 

from being harbored underneath, within the walls or roof of said structure; 
 Chicken shelters, food storage units, and waste compost shall be placed to comply with the zoning district 

principal building setback standards and must be located in the rear yard of the property as defined by the 
zoning ordinance; 

• Fence enclosures shall meet the following requirements: 

FEE: $20.00 

Date Paid: ___________ 

License Num: ___________ 
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 Chickens shall be provided with access to an outdoor fence enclosure (run) measuring at least ten (10) 
square feet in area or six (6) square feet per chicken, whichever is greater, for the majority of daylight 
hours, weather permitting.   

 Chicken shelters shall provide direct access to the outdoor fence enclosure (run.) 
 Fencing must have spacing of no more than 1 inch; 
 Fencing shall be no less than 3 feet in height; 
 The fence enclosure requirements must be maintained all year, regardless of weather.   

• That I further permit authorized Village personnel and/or agents to enter upon my premises with advance 
notification for the purpose of assessing and verifying compliance with all applicable rules related to this license 
and the keeping of chickens.   

 
Please attach the written notification from all owner-occupied neighboring property owners within 100 
feet of property lines. 
 

______________________________________________________            _________________ 
  (Applicant signature)        (Date) 

 
Phone: _____________________      Email: ____________________________________ 
  

 

Payment: $20.00 Payment Date: ____________________ 

□ Cash □ Credit Card ________________ □ Check #__________ 
 

For Office Use Only: 

Zoning District Verification 
The address where the chickens will be kept is zoned:      
R-1     R-2     R-2-R     R-3     R-4     PDD #1 (Single-Family Only)    PDD #2 (Single-Family Only) 

_____________________________________________________  _________________ 
 (Zoning Administrator or Authorized Village Designee)    (Date) 

Neighborhood Signatures Approval Form(s) 

Date Received: ________________________ 
 

Permit is:  □ Approved   □ Denied 

_____________________________________________________  _________________ 
   (Village Clerk)       (Date) 

PAGE 7



§ 102-6. Poultry and livestock prohibited. 

A. Except as specifically permitted in a zoning district, no person shall keep or maintain any 
poultry, pigeons or fowl, or any animal raised for fur-bearing purposes, or any livestock, 
including, but not limited to, horses, cattle, sheep, goats, pigs or swine, whether or not such 
animal is domesticated, tamed, or a pet. 

(1) The slaughter of chickens in Single-Family Residential Districts shall be 
prohibited. [Amended 6-7-2016 by Ord. No. 06-2016] 

B. Any person keeping or maintaining such poultry, pigeons, fowl, animal or livestock contrary 
to this subsection as of August 5, 2003, may continue to keep or maintain such a 
nonconforming use upon receipt of a permit from the Village Clerk in accordance with rules 
established by resolution of the Village Board as long as a public nuisance is not created. 

C. Exceptions. The exceptions to this section shall apply as in § 102-5. 

D. Prohibitions. The prohibitions of this section shall apply as in § 102-5. 

§ 102-9. Shelter. 

A. No person owning or responsible for any animal may fail to provide the animal with proper 
shelter as prescribed in this section. No person shall confine and/or allow said animals to 
remain outside during adverse weather conditions, constituting a health hazard to such animal. 

B. Minimum indoor standards of shelter shall include ambient temperature compatible with the 
health of the animal and shall be adequately ventilated by natural or mechanical means to 
provide for the health of the animal. 

C. Minimum outdoor standards of shelter shall include shelter from sunlight when such is likely 
to cause heat exhaustion or other ill effects. Natural or artificial shelter appropriate to the local 
climatic conditions for the species shall be provided as necessary for the health of the animal. 

D. Minimum indoor and outdoor standards for enclosures and shelters shall be constructed and 
maintained so as to provide sufficient space to allow adequate freedom of movement and the 
retention of body heat for the health of the animal. 

(1) Shelter requirements for chickens required to be licensed per § 102-11A shall meet the 
following requirements: 

(a) The shelter shall be d e t a c h e d  a n d  a c c e s s o r y  t o  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
d w e l l i n g  a n d  b e  structurally sound, moistureproof and maintained in 
good repair; 

(b) Chickens shall be provided shelters that are enclosed, predatorproof, insulated and 
adequately ventilated; 

(c) Shelters shall use exterior finish materials approved for exterior use and shall be of 
a color which is substantially similar to those used in the principal structure; 
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(d) A sufficient quantity of suitable clean bedding material, to provide insulation and 
protection against the cold and dampness and promote the retention of body heat, 
shall be required; 

(e) Shelters shall be provided an entrance covered by a self-closing swinging covering 
or an L-shaped entrance to prevent the wind from blowing directly into the shelter; 

(f) During the months of May through September, Subsection D(1)(c) and (d) may be 
suspended; 

(g) Chicken shelters shall measure a minimum of seven square feet in area or three 
square feet in area per chicken, whichever is greater; 

(h) Chicken shelters shall be provided with one nest box per chicken; 

(i) Chicken shelters shall be provided with elevated perches to ensure chickens are 
able to rest in their natural roosting position; 

(j) Chicken shelters shall be constructed and maintained so as to prevent rodents from 
being harbored underneath, or within the walls or roof of, said structure; 

(k) Chicken shelters (enclosure and run areas), food storage units, and waste compost 
shall be placed to comply with the zoning district's principal building setback 
standards and must be located in the rear yard of the property as defined by the 
Zoning Ordinance;1

 

(l) Chickens shall be secured within the shelter during non daylight hours; 

(2) Fence enclosure (run) requirements for chickens required to be licensed per § 102-11A 
shall meet the following requirements: 

(a) Chickens shall be provided with access to an outdoor fence enclosure (run) 
measuring at least 10 square feet in area or six square feet per chicken, whichever 
is greater, for the majority of daylight hours, weather permitting. 

(b) Chicken shelters shall provide direct access to the outdoor fence enclosure (run). 

(c) Fencing must have spacing of no more than one inch; 

(d) Fencing shall be no less than three feet in height; 

(e) The fence enclosure requirements must be maintained all year, regardless of 
weather. 

E. Minimum sanitation standards for both indoor and outdoor enclosures shall include daily 
cleaning to remove excreta and other waste materials, dirt, and trash so as to minimize health 
hazards. 

F. No person may intentionally abandon any animal. 
 

1.  Editor's Note: See Ch. 295, Zoning. 
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A. Violations of this article shall be subject to the penalties provided in § 1-3. Each day of 
continuing violation shall constitute a separate offense. [Amended 1-6-2015 by Ord. No. 01-
2015] 

B. Complaints. 

(1) General nuisance complaints include any complaint not classified as animal cruelty. 

(2) Animal cruelty complaints consist of, but are not limited to: 

(a) Inadequate food or water; 

(b) Unkempt shelters and enclosures; 

(c) Improperly sized shelters and enclosures; 

(d) Inadequate shelter temperature, ventilation or bedding conditions; 

(e) Slaughter or killing of animals. 
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§ 102-11. Licensing. 

A. License required. 

(1) Every person residing in the Village who owns a dog which is more than five months of 
age on January 1 shall annually at the time and in the manner prescribed by law for the 
payment of personal property taxes obtain a license therefor. 

(2) Every person in the Village residing in a Single-Family Zoning District (excluding ER: 
Estate Residential) who owns one or more chickens shall secure an annual license in the 
same manner as required for dogs, except that the license shall be required regardless of 
the age of the chickens. The license and associated fee are to keep chickens and not a 
"per chicken" license. [Amended 6-7-2016 by Ord. No. 06-2016] 

(a) Initial license applications. All applicants must obtain signatures from the owner 
and occupant(s) of all neighboring residentially used properties within 100 feet of 
the applicant's property lines, exclusive of street rights-of-way. The applicant shall 
contact neighboring property owners and occupants and inform them of their intent 
for the keeping and maintaining of chickens. No initial license application for the 
keeping of chickens may be considered unless said signatures have been obtained 
and presented. This provision shall only apply for approval of the initial license 
application and not for renewal of consecutive licenses. In cases where the license 
lapses by more than 30 days, any application shall be considered an initial 
application. 

B. Fees. The license fees will be as determined by resolution of the Village Board. [Amended 
6-7-2016 by Ord. No. 06-2016] 

C. State law adopted. Chapter 174, Wis. Stats., pertaining to licensing of dogs, is made part of 
this section by reference. 

§ 102-12. Number of animals limited. [Amended 1-6-2015 by Ord. No. 01-2015; 6-7-2016 by 
Ord. No. 06-2016; 7-20-2021 by Ord. No. 2021-12; 5-2-2023 by Ord. No. 2023-08] 

A. No person shall own, harbor, or keep in his possession more than two dogs on property zoned 
residential, with the exception that a litter of pups, or a portion of a litter, may be kept for not 
exceeding 12 weeks from birth on a parcel consisting of 2 1/2 acres or less. On parcels more 
than 2 1/2 acres in size, no person shall own, harbor, or keep in his possession more than five 
dogs on property zoned residential, with the exception that a litter of pups, or a portion of a 
litter, may be kept for not exceeding 12 weeks from birth. 

B. A person seeking a variance in the number of dogs allowed in Subsection A above, for parcels 
consisting of 2 1/2 acres or less, may do so by submitting a form designated by the Village. 
The variance may be granted by the Chief of Police or his or her designee. 

(1) In no event shall the number of dogs in a dwelling unit exceed four. 

(2) All dogs must be properly licensed with the Village. 
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§ 102-12 § 102-13 
 

(3) The Chief of Police shall consider whether there have been any complaints of any 
violation of this article against the owner or property owner in all variance requests. Such 
variance may be subject to conditions as deemed appropriate by the Chief of Police. 

(4) The variance may be revoked by the Chief of Police if any condition specified in the 
variance is not met. The variance may also be revoked by the Chief of Police if a 
complaint regarding violation of this article is received after the variance is granted. 

(5) All decisions to deny a variance request or revoke a previously granted variance may be 
appealed to the Village Board if written notice of appeal is received by the Village 
Administrator within 14 days of receipt of the revocation notice. The Board shall 
consider the appeal at its next regularly scheduled meeting. 

(6) There shall be no variances allowed in the maximum number of chickens. 

C. For the purpose of determining the size of a property for the regulation of the number of dogs 
permitted, adjoining parcels owned by the same person may be combined to determine the 
total acreage for regulation purposes as described in Subsection A above. 

D. If a person owns, harbors or keeps more than the allowable number of dogs under Subsection 
A above at the time the ordinance establishing the limit is passed, they shall not be required 
to remove any dogs from the property, but will not be able to replace any dog, after they are 
no longer owned, harbored or kept on the property permanently, until the person is in 
compliance with the ordinance. 

E. No person in the Village residing in a Single-Family Zoning District (excluding ER: Estate 
Residential) shall own, harbor or keep in his or her possession more than six chickens. For 
the purposes of this section, a "chicken" shall be defined as a domestic hen or pullet of the 
subspecies Gallus gallus domesticus. No roosters are allowed. 

§ 102-13. Animals not to run at large. 

A. No person shall own, harbor or keep a dog which runs at large. Any dog not on a leash, nor 
within the property limits of its owner or keeper, is declared to be "at large," and is declared 
to be a public nuisance. A "leash" shall be defined as a chain, cord or rope which is not more 
than 10 feet in length and which is of sufficient strength to control the actions of the animal. 
Any police officer, humane officer or other designated public official of the Village may enter 
any premises, except that premises of the owner or keeper of such animal, and capture, by any 
reasonable and necessary means, such animal. 

B. A dog that is actively engaged in a legal hunting activity, including training, is not considered 
to be running at large if a dog is monitored or supervised by a person and the dog is on land 
that is open to hunting or on land on which the person has obtained permission to hunt or to 
train a dog. 

C. No person in the Village residing in a - Single-Family Zoning District (excluding ER: Estate 
Residential) shall own, harbor or keep a chicken which runs at large. Any chicken not secured 
within a fenced enclosure or equivalent within the property limits of its owner or keeper is 
declared to be "at large," and is declared to be a public nuisance. 
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§ 295-26. Applicability. 

The following regulations shall apply in R-1 Districts. 

§ 295-27. Permitted uses. 

The following uses are permitted in the R-1 District: 

A. Single-family dwellings. 

B. Parks, playgrounds and athletic fields. 

C. Public recreational and community center buildings and grounds. 

§ 295-28. Prohibited uses. 

The following uses are prohibited in the R-1 District: 

A. Corporate retreats. 

B. Outdoor wood burners/solid-fuel heating devices. [Added 1-6-2015 by Ord. No. 01-2015] 

§ 295-29. Permitted accessory uses. 

The following are permitted accessory uses in the R-1 District: 

A. Home occupations. 

B. Private garages, carports and driveways. 

C. Private swimming pools. 

D. Satellite dish antennas less than 38 inches in diameter. 

E. Tool houses, sheds and other similar buildings used for the storage of common supplies. 

F. Telephone, cable television, and public utility installations. 

G. The keeping or maintaining of no more than six chickens (hens or pullets) when licensed in 
compliance with Chapter 102. 

H.  

§ 295-30. Conditional uses. [Amended 1-15-2013; 1-2-2019 by Ord. No. 2018-20; 6-15-2021 
by Ord. No. 2021-07; 6-4-2024 by Ord. No. 2024-06] 

The following are conditional uses in the R-1 District: 

A. Cemeteries. 

B. Colleges and universities. 

C. Community living arrangements serving nine or more persons. 

D. Fire stations, police stations, post offices, and other municipal facilities necessary for Village 
operation. 
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E. Manufactured home parks. 
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§ 295-30 § 295-30 
 
F. Planned unit development. 

G. Ponds. 

H. Public, parochial and private, elementary, junior high and senior high schools. 

I. Religious institutions in the form of convents, seminaries, monasteries, churches, chapels, 
temples, synagogues, rectories, parsonages, and parish houses. 

J. Satellite dish antennas larger than 38 inches and less than 12 feet in diameter. 

K. Accessory structures and fences which do not conform to the requirements identified 
elsewhere in this chapter, but which are designed, constructed and maintained so as to be 
harmonious and appropriate in appearance with the existing or intended character of the 
general vicinity or use and will not change the essential character of the same area. 

L. Public utility and service uses, and civic buildings as follows: 

(1) Substations. 

(2) Fire stations. 

(3) Gas regulator stations. 

(4) Police stations, public works facilities. 

(5) Railroad rights-of-way but not including railroad yards and shops, other than for 
passenger purposes. 

(6) Telephone exchanges, transmission equipment buildings and microwave relay towers. 

(7) Parcels that do not meet any one of the zoning requirements regarding building setbacks, 
lot frontage, lot size, accessory building size and number of buildings per parcel; 
provided that the remaining zoning requirements are all met. 
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§ 295-63. Purpose. 

The R-4 Single- and Two-Family Residential District is designed to accommodate single-family 
homes and duplexes along with compatible uses that are characteristic of low- to medium-density 
neighborhoods. 

§ 295-64. Applicability. 

The following regulations shall apply in R-4 Districts. 

§ 295-65. Permitted uses. 

The following uses are permitted in the R-4 District: 

A. Single-family dwellings. 

B. Two-family dwellings. 

C. Park, playgrounds, and athletic fields. 

D. Public recreational and community center buildings and grounds. 

§ 295-66. Prohibited uses. 

The following uses are prohibited in the R-4 District: 

A. Corporate retreats. 

B. Outdoor wood burners/solid-fuel heating devices. [Added 1-6-2015 by Ord. No. 01-2015] 

§ 295-67. Permitted accessory uses. 

The following are permitted accessory uses in the R-4 District: 

A. Home occupations. 

B. Private garages, carports, and driveways. 

C. Private swimming pools. 

D. Tool houses, sheds and other similar buildings used for the storage of common supplies. 

E. Satellite dish antennas less than 38 inches in diameter. 

F. Telephone and public utility installations and cable television installations. 

G. The keeping or maintaining of no more than six chickens (hens or pullets) when licensed in 
compliance with Chapter 102. 

§ 295-68. Conditional uses. [Amended 1-15-2013; 1-2-2019 by Ord. No. 2018-20; 3-15-2022 
by Ord. No. 2022-03; 6-4-2024 by Ord. No. 2024-06] 

The following are conditional uses in the R-4 District: 

A. Artificial lakes and ponds. 
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§ 295-68 § 295-68 
 
B. Cemeteries and mausoleums. 

C. Colleges and universities. 

D. Community living arrangements serving nine or more persons. 

E. Day-care centers. 

F. Planned unit development. 

G. Public utility and service uses, and civic buildings as follows: 

(1) Substations and transmission lines. 

(2) Fire stations. 

(3) Gas regulator stations. 

(4) Police stations. 

(5) Railroad rights-of-way, but not including railroad yards and shops, other than for 
passenger purposes. 

(6) Telephone exchanges, transmission equipment buildings and microwave relay towers. 

H. Public, parochial and private, elementary, junior high and senior high schools. 

I. Radio and television stations and similar electronic communicating systems, towers- 
transmitting and receiving. 

J. Religious institutions in the form of convents, seminaries, monasteries, churches, chapels, 
temples, synagogues, rectories, parsonages, and parish houses. 

K. Accessory structures and fences which do not conform to the requirements identified 
elsewhere in this chapter, but which are designed, constructed and maintained so as to be 
harmonious and appropriate in appearance with the existing or intended character of the 
general vicinity or use and will not change the essential character of the same area. 

L. Satellite dish antennas larger than 38 inches and less than 12 feet in diameter. 

M. Telephone and public utility installations, and cable television installations. 
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§ 295-125. Single-family and two-family residential (SFR). 

Residential dwelling units comprised of single-family, duplex, townhouse, row house or 
condominium where the owner occupies the dwelling unit. Single-family residences are limited to 
two stories. 

A. Permitted uses. All uses outlined under "permitted uses" within the R-1 Residential (Article 
VI of this chapter), R-2 Residential (Article VII of this chapter), R-3 Residential (Article VIII 
of this chapter) and R-4 Single and Two-Family Residential zoning classifications (Article 
IX of this chapter) are permitted in the district. 

 

(1) Permitted accessory uses. 

a. The keeping or maintaining of no more than six chickens (hens or pullets) when 
licensed in compliance with Chapter 102. 

B. Lot requirements. 

(1) Lot area and lot frontage. No single-family lot is to be less than 60 feet in width. 

(2) Density. Lots shall have a minimum density of 7,200 square feet, unless otherwise 
specified in the Master Plan document. 

C. Height regulations. All structures must be designed so as to ensure adequate air movement, 
natural light, privacy for all residents, and minimize adverse effects upon surrounding 
properties. Maximum height restrictions are 35 feet, unless otherwise approved by the Site 
Review Committee. 

D. Building setbacks. All structures must meet the minimum setback requirements of 23 feet for 
front yards, five feet for each side yard, 15 feet for rear yards, driveways four feet off property 
lines, maximum curb cut of 30 feet with 22 feet at the right-of-way, and no accessory 
buildings and no outside storage. 

E. Building size. 

(1) Minimum size of a one-story dwelling shall be 1,200 square feet for a building in the 
single-family designation. 

(2) Minimum size of a two-story dwelling shall be 800 square feet on the ground floor and 
a total minimum of 1,400 square feet. 

F. Parking. 

(1) All dwellings shall provide a minimum of two enclosed parking stalls meeting the 
building setback requirements. 

(2) Enclosed parking stalls shall be accessed by a paved driveway which shall be limited to 
a direct path between the public right-of-way and the enclosed parking stalls. 

(3) There shall be no off-street parking or storage in any yard except for within the paved 
driveway. 

(4) Parking shall not extend into the public right-of-way. 
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(5) Open off-street parking facilities shall be solely for parking of passenger vehicles, 
which shall be regulated as follows: 
(a) All vehicles shall be in condition for safe and legal performance on public rights- 

of-way and shall be registered, displaying current license plates. 

(b) There shall be no exterior parking or storage of nonpassenger vehicles and 
equipment except as follows: 

[1] A maximum of one commercial vehicle, licensed and registered for operation 
on public rights-of-way, per dwelling unit may be parked outdoors if: 

[a] Used by a resident of the dwelling unit. 

[b] It has a manufacturer's gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds or 
less and is less than 21 feet in length. 

[2] Nonpassenger vehicles and equipment associated with and customary to 
residential uses may be parked for a maximum of 24 consecutive hours. 

[a] Nonpassenger vehicles and equipment normally associated with and 
customary to a residential use include, but are not limited to: 

[i] Boats. 

[ii] Motor homes. 

[iii] Travel trailers. 

[iv] Campers. 

[v] Snowmobiles, ATVs, UTV and personal watercraft, all of which 
must be housed or stored on or within a trailer. 

[vi] Utility trailers. 

[b] Vehicles and/or equipment not normally associated with or customary to 
a residential use specifically prohibited from being parked or stored 
outdoors on residential property include, but are not limited to: 

[i] Construction equipment, such as bulldozers, backhoes, skid steers, 
and forklifts. 

[ii] Dump and stake-body-style trucks. 

[iii] Cube-type vans and trucks. 

[iv] Landscaping business equipment, such as tractors, tree spades, 
graders and scrapers. 

[v] Semitrailers and -tractors. 

[vi] Concession, vending and catering trailers. 

[vii] Commercial/industrial equipment trailers and lifts. 

[viii] Tow trucks, wreckers or car carriers. 
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[c] "Twenty-four consecutive hours," for the purposes of this section, shall 
be defined as a time frame which is inclusive of all time in which a 
regulated nonpassenger vehicle is not removed from the premises for 
more than 72 consecutive hours. 
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§ 295-148. Single-family and two-family residential (SFR). 

Residential dwelling units comprised of single family, duplex, townhouse, row house or 
condominium where the owner occupies the dwelling unit. Single-family residences are limited to 
two stories. 

A. Permitted uses. All uses outlined under "permitted uses" within the R-1 Residential (Article 
VI of this chapter), R-2 Residential (Article VII of this chapter), R-3 Residential (Article VIII 
of this chapter), and R-4 Single and Two-Family Residential zoning classifications (Article 
IX of this chapter) are permitted in the district. 

 
 

 

B. Lot requirements. 

(1) Lot area and lot frontage. No single-family lot is to be less than 70 feet in width; no 
duplex lot is to be less than 80 feet in width. 

(2) Density. Single-family lots shall have a minimum density of 8,400 square feet, unless 
otherwise specified herein; duplex lots shall have a minimum density of 9,600 square 
feet. 

C. Height regulations. All structures must be designed so as to ensure adequate air, light and 
privacy for all residents, and minimize adverse effects upon surrounding properties. 
Maximum height restrictions are 35 feet, unless otherwise approved by the Site Review 
Committee. 

D. Building setbacks. All structures must meet the minimum setback requirements of 25 feet for 
front yards, seven feet for each side yard, 25 feet for rear yards, driveways four feet off 
property lines, maximum curb cut of 30 feet with 22 feet at the right-of-way, and no accessory 
buildings and no outside storage. 

E. Building size. 

(1) Minimum size of a one-story dwelling shall be 1,400 square feet for a building in the 
single-family designation. 

(2) Minimum size of a two-story dwelling shall be 1,000 square feet on the ground floor and 
a total minimum of 1,600 square feet. 

F. Parking. 

(1) All dwellings shall provide a minimum of two enclosed parking stalls meeting the 
building setback requirements. 

(2) Enclosed parking stalls shall be accessed by a paved driveway which shall be limited to 
a direct path between the public right-of-way and the enclosed parking stalls. 

(3) There shall be no off-street parking or storage in any yard except for within the paved 

(1) Permitted accessory uses. 

a. The keeping or maintaining of no more than six chickens (hens or pullets) when 
licensed in compliance with Chapter 102. 
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driveway. 

(4) Parking shall not extend into the public right-of-way. 

(5) Open off-street parking facilities shall be solely for parking of passenger vehicles, 
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which shall be regulated as follows: 

(a) All vehicles shall be in condition for safe and legal performance on public rights- 
of-way and shall be registered, displaying current license plates. 

(b) There shall be no exterior parking or storage of nonpassenger vehicles and 
equipment except as follows: 

[1] A maximum of one commercial vehicle, licensed and registered for operation 
on public rights-of-way, per dwelling unit may be parked outdoors if: 

[a] Used by a resident of the dwelling unit. 

[b] It has a manufacturer's gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds or 
less and is less than 21 feet in length. 

[2] Nonpassenger vehicles and equipment associated with and customary to 
residential uses may be parked for a maximum of 24 consecutive hours. 

[a] Nonpassenger vehicles and equipment normally associated with and 
customary to a residential use include, but are not limited to: 

[i] Boats. 

[ii] Motor homes. 

[iii] Travel trailers. 

[iv] Campers. 

[v] Snowmobiles, ATVs, UTV and personal watercraft, all of which 
must be housed or stored on or within a trailer. 

[vi] Utility trailers. 

[b] Vehicles and/or equipment not normally associated with or customary to 
a residential use specifically prohibited from being parked or stored 
outdoors on residential property include, but are not limited to: 

[i] Construction equipment, such as bulldozers, backhoes, skid steers, 
and forklifts. 

[ii] Dump and stake-body-style trucks. 

[iii] Cube-type vans and trucks. 

[iv] Landscaping business equipment, such as tractors, tree spades, 
graders and scrapers. 

[v] Semitrailers and semi-tractors. 

[vi] Concession, vending and catering trailers. 

[vii] Commercial/industrial equipment trailers and lifts. 
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[viii] Tow trucks, wreckers or car carriers. 

[c] "Twenty-four consecutive hours," for the purposes of this section, shall 
be defined as a time frame which is inclusive of all time in which a 
regulated nonpassenger vehicle is not removed from the premises for 
more than 72 consecutive hours. 
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Wisconsin Legislative Council 

AMENDMENT MEMO 

One East Main Stree t, Suite  401 • Madison, WI 53703 • (608) 266-1304 • leg.council@legis.wisconsin.gov • http://www.legis.wisconsin.gov/lc  

Memo published: February 13, 2024 Contact: Rachel E. Letzing, Deputy Director 

2023 Assembly Bill 685 Assembly Amendment 1 

2023 ASSEMBLY BILL 685 
2023 Assembly Bill 685 provides that a local governmental unit may not prohibit a property owner or a 
lessor of property that is owner-occupied from keeping four or fewer chickens, ducks, geese, quail, or 
guinea fowl on a property zoned for residential use.  

Notwithstanding this prohibition, the bill specifies that a local governmental unit may do all of the 
following: (1) require the person keeping the fowl to obtain a permit; (2) require notification of owners 
of adjoining property where the fowl are to be kept; (3) impose reasonable regulations related to the 
location of the fowl housing on a property; and (4) prohibit keeping roosters. 

ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT 1 
Assembly Amendment 1 makes the following changes to the bill: 

 Removes geese and guinea fowl, so that the bill only applies to keeping chickens, ducks, or quail. 

 In addition to the four conditions provided in the bill, also authorizes a local governmental unit to: 
(1) prohibit any keeping of chickens, ducks, or quail that is inconsistent with a condominium’s 
declarations, bylaws, and rules; and (2) impose reasonable cleanliness standards. 

BILL HISTORY 
Representative Sortwell offered Assembly Amendment 1 on February 1, 2024. On February 7, 2004, the 
Assembly Committee on Sporting Heritage recommended adoption of the amendment on a vote of 
Ayes, 8; Noes, 2; and recommended passage of the bill, as amended, on a vote of Ayes, 6; Noes, 4.  

For a full history of the bill, visit the Legislature’s bill history page. 

REL:jal 
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LRB-3832/1

EVM:cdc&skw

2023 - 2024  LEGISLATURE

2023 ASSEMBLY BILL 685

November 27, 2023 - Introduced by Representatives SORTWELL, BODDEN, BEHNKE,
GUSTAFSON, S. JOHNSON, MAGNAFICI, MOSES, PENTERMAN, ROZAR, SCHMIDT and
TITTL, cosponsored by Senators TAYLOR and CABRAL-GUEVARA. Referred to
Committee on Sporting Heritage.

AN ACT to create 66.0442 of the statutes; relating to: local regulation of fowl.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

This bill prohibits political subdivisions and sewerage districts from
prohibiting the keeping of up to four chickens, ducks, geese, quail, or guinea fowl
(fowl) by property owners or certain lessors on properties zoned for residential use.
The bill specifically allows political subdivisions and sewerage districts to do any of
the following with regard to the keeping of fowl:

1.  Require a keeper of fowl to obtain a permit.
2.  Require notification of adjoining land owners.
3.  Impose reasonable regulations related to the location of fowl housing on a

property.
4.  Prohibit the keeping of roosters.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1.  66.0442 of the statutes is created to read:

66.0442  Local regulation of fowl.  (1)  In this section:

(a)  “Fowl” means chickens, ducks, geese, quail, or guinea fowl.

(b)  “Local governmental unit” means a city, village, town, county, or sewerage

district.
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- 2 -2023 - 2024  Legislature LRB-3832/1
EVM:cdc&skw

SECTION 1 ASSEMBLY BILL 685

(2)  No local governmental unit may prohibit the keeping of 4 or fewer fowl by

any of the following on a property zoned for residential use:

(a)  The owner of the property.

(b)  A lessor of the property if the property is owner-occupied.

(3)  Notwithstanding sub. (2), a local governmental unit may do any of the

following with regard to the keeping of fowl:

(a)  Require a keeper of fowl to obtain a permit.

(b)  Require notification of owners of properties adjoining the property on which

fowl are to be kept.

(c)  Impose reasonable regulations related to the location of fowl housing on a

property.

(d)  Prohibit the keeping of roosters.

(END)
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TO: Planning & Zoning Commission                     RE:  Discussion and action to amend the Village’s 

Codes Pertaining to the Definition of Automobile and 
Automobile Sales in Portions of Chapter 295 Zoning 

 
FROM: Todd Gerbers, Director of Planning & Code Compliance  DATE: March 19, 2025 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
A business owner within the Village currently operates an automobile repair facility and has requested that Village 
Administration review and consider amending portions of Chapter 295 Zoning (B-1: Community Business and I-1: 
Limited Industrial) of the Village Municipal Codes relating to automobile sales in commercially zoned districts. This 
request is for discussion and possible action with a recommendation to the Village Board. 
 
Upon reviewing the Village’s current zoning codes, it was noticed that there are no zoning districts within the Village that 
allows for automobile sales as a permitted use or as a conditional use. Therefore, Staff is recommending that the permitted 
uses for the B-1: Community Business and I-1: Limited Industrial Districts be amended to allow for the indoor sales of 
automobiles and the conditional uses for both districts be amended to allow for the outdoor sales of automobiles. 
 
Additionally, definitions in section 295-8 would be amended to include a definition for “automobile” and “automobile 
sales”.  
 
RECOMMENDATION/CONDITIONS 
 
Approve the proposed modifications to sections 295-8, 295-223, 295-225, 295-259, and 295-261 of the Village Zoning 
Code and forward to the Village Board for a public hearing. 

           

ISSUE:  Discussion and action on request to modify/ amend portions of Chapter 295 of the zoning code pertaining 
to automobile sales.         

 
RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends the approval of    
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New definitions to be added to section 295-8 Definitions. 

 

AUTOMOBILE 

A road vehicle powered by an internal combustion or electric motor with a maximum 
gross vehicle weight of 10,000 lbs. intended primarily for the transporting of a person 
or persons (examples include but not limited to cars, passenger vans, pick-up trucks, 
mopeds, motorcycles etc.); excluding all-terrain vehicles. 

 

AUTOMOBILE SALES 

Premises on which new or used passenger automobiles or light trucks in operating 
condition are displayed for sale. 
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§ 295-222. Purpose. 

The Community Business District is intended to serve the retail and service needs of nearby 
residential areas with a wide range of products and services for both daily and occasional 
shopping. The following regulations shall apply in the B-1 Districts: 

§ 295-223. Permitted uses. 

The following uses are permitted in the B-1 District: 

 
Antique shops 
Art and school supply stores 
Automobile accessory stores 
Automobile Sales - Indoors 
Bakeries - retail 
Banks and financial institutions 
Barber shops 
Beauty parlors 
Bicycle sales, rental, and repair stores 
Blueprinting and photostating 
Boat showrooms and sales 
Book and stationery stores 
Business machine sales and service 
Camera and photographic supply stores 
Candy and ice cream stores 
Carpet, rug, and drapery stores - retail sales only 
Catering establishments 
Child day-care centers 
China and glassware stores 
Clinics - doctor and dentist offices 
Clothing and costume rental stores 
Coin and stamp stores 
Computer and data processing services 
Custom dressmaking 
Department stores 
Drugstores and pharmacies 
Dry-cleaning establishments - not engaged in wholesale processing 
Dry goods stores 
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Eating and drinking places - excluding drive-ins and establishments primarily engaged in carry- 
out service 
Electrical and household appliance stores - including radio and television sales 
Electrical showrooms and shops 
Electrical sales 
Electronics shops 
Employment agencies 
Florist shops 
Food stores, grocery stores, meat markets, bakeries, and delicatessens - retail sales only 
Frozen food stores - including locker rental in conjunction therewith 
Furniture stores - including upholstering when conducted as part of the retail operations and 
secondary to the principal use 
Furrier shops, including the incidental storage and conditioning of furs 
Garden supply, tool, and seed stores 
Gift shops 
Hardware stores 
Hobby shops for retail of items to be assembled or used away from the premises 
Household appliances, office equipment, and other small machine sales and service 
Interior decorating shops, including upholstering and making of draperies, slip covers, and 
other similar articles, when conducted as part of the retail operations and secondary to the 
principal use 
Insurance agencies 
Jewelry stores, including watch and clock repair 
Launderettes 
Leather goods and luggage stores 
Liquor stores, packaged goods 
Locksmith shops 
Mail order houses 
Millinery shops 
Miscellaneous personal services 
Miscellaneous repair services 
Miscellaneous shopping goods stores 
Motor vehicle and automotive parts and supplies 
Musical instrument sales and repair 
Newspaper distribution agencies for home delivery and retail trade 
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Nursing and personal care facilities 
Office machine sales and servicing 
Offices, business and professional 
Office supply stores 
Optician sales, retail 
Orthopedic and medical appliance stores 
Paint and wallpaper stores 
Pet shops 
Phonograph record and sheet music stores 
Photography studios, including the development of film and pictures, when conducted as part of 
the retail business on the premises 
Picture framing, when conducted for retail trade on the premises only 
Plumbing showrooms and shops 
Post offices 
Publishing and printing 
Radio and television sales, servicing and repair shops 
Radio and television stations and studios 
Real estate offices 
Recording studios 
Residential care group homes 
Restaurants, including the serving of alcoholic beverages 
Retail fuel sales associated with convenience store or other similar permitted uses 
Security brokers 
Sewing machine sales and service, household appliances only 
Shoe, clothing, and hat repair stores 
Shoe stores 
Sporting goods stores 
Studios, photography, dance, design, and artist-illustrator 
Tailor shops 
Taverns 
Taxidermists 
Telegraph offices 
Telephone booths and coin telephones 
Ticket agencies, amusement 
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Tobacco shops 
Tool rental shops 
Toy shops 
Travel bureaus and transportation ticket offices 
Used merchandise stores 
Variety stores 
Video sales and rental 
Wearing apparel shops and accessories 

 
§ 295-224. Permitted accessory uses. 

The following are permitted accessory uses in the B-1 District: 

A. Uses incidental to and on the same zoning lot as the principal use. 

B. Satellite dish antennas less than 38 inches in diameter. 

C. Telephone and public utility installations, and cable television installations. 

§ 295-225. Conditional uses.1 

The following are conditional uses in the B-1 District: 

 
Agricultural implement dealers 
Amusement establishments, archery ranges, bowling alleys, shooting galleries, game room, 
swimming pools, skating rinks, and other similar amusement facilities 
Animal hospital, veterinary services 
Art shops or galleries, but not including auction rooms 
Auction rooms 
Automobile service stations 
Automobile Sales - Outdoors 
Automobile repair shops 
Automobile rental and leasing 
Automobile services 
Bowling alleys 
Building material product sales 
Business schools 
Car wash 
Commercial parking lots, open and other than accessory 

 

1.  Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. III). 
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Contractor or construction offices 
Dry-cleaning establishments employing more than four persons 
Dwelling units and rooming units above the ground level 
Eating and drinking establishments, primarily engaged in drive-in and carry-out service 
Express office and delivery stations 
Greenhouses, commercial 
Hotels, motels 
Kennels 
Mail-order houses 
Manufactured home sales 
Meeting halls 
Museums, auditoriums and arenas 
Monument shops 
Motor vehicle sales 
Nurseries, lawn and garden supply stores 
Parking garages or structures, other than accessory for the storage of private passenger 
automobiles only 
Recreational and utility trailer dealers 
Religious institutions in the form of convents, seminaries, monasteries, churches, chapels, 
temples, synagogues, rectories, parsonages, and parish houses 
Schools, commercial, and trade 
Shopping centers 
Stadiums, auditoriums, and arenas 
Theaters 
Undertaking establishments and funeral parlors 
Wholesale establishments 
Wood cabinetmaking 
Public utility and service uses, and civic buildings as follows: 

Substations 
Fire stations 
Gas regulator stations 
Police stations, public works facilities 
Railroad right-of-way but not including railroad yards and shops, other than for 
passenger purposes 
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Telephone exchanges, transmission equipment buildings and microwave relay towers 
Other retail uses similar in character and the manufacture or treatment of products clearly 
incidental to the conduct of a retail business on the premises when approved by the Planning 
and Zoning Commission 
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§ 295-259. Permitted uses. 

The following uses are permitted in the I-1 District: 

 
Air transport services 
Automobile Sales - Indoors 
Automotive body repairs, upholstery, and cleaning establishments 
Automotive service stations and garages 
Building materials sales and storage 
Cabinet shop 
Commercial bakeries 
Contractors, architects, and engineer offices, shops and yards 
Cosmetic production 
Electronic and scientific precision equipment 
Feed and seed sales 
Fuel and ice sales 
Glass products production and sales 
Hardware, plumbing and heating equipment trade 
Office buildings, corporate, business, and professional 
Printing and publishing establishments 
Restaurants, drugstores, barber shops, located in an office building and accessible to the public 
only through the lobby; no advertising or display for the accessory use should be visible from 
outside the building 
Upholstering shop 

 
§ 295-260. Permitted accessory uses. 

The following are permitted accessory uses in the I-1 District: 

A. Satellite dish antennas less than 38 inches in diameter. 

B. Uses incidental to and on the same zoning lot as the principal use. 

C. Telephone and public utility installations, and cable television installations. 

§ 295-261. Conditional uses. 

The following are conditional uses in the I-1 District: 

A. Automobile Sales - Outdoors 

B. Light machinery production - appliances, business machines, etc. 

C. Machine shops. 

D. Manufacturing and bottling of nonalcoholic beverages. 

PAGE 37



§ 295-261 § 295-261 
 
E. Miscellaneous textile goods and products manufacture. 

F. Pet boarding facility. 

G. Planned industrial unit development. 

H. Recycling dropoff centers. 

I. Religious institutions in the form of convents, seminaries, monasteries, churches, chapels, 
temples, synagogues, rectories, parsonages, and parish houses. 

J. Sewage treatment plants. 

K. Sign manufacture. 

L. Stadiums, auditoriums, and arenas open or enclosed. 

M. Stone products manufacture. 

N. Toy and sporting goods equipment manufacture. 

O. Warehousing, storage, and distribution facilities. 

P. Woodworking and wood products. 

Q. Keeping of large domestic livestock, including horses, cows, goats, sheep, fowl and llamas, 
but not including hogs, fur-bearing animals, provided there is not more than one head of such 
livestock for each acre of lot area unless otherwise approved by the Village Board. This 
conditional uses is not intended to be used for intensive raising and boarding of livestock. A 
barn to house the animals is not to exceed 864 square feet. 

R. Public utility and service uses, and civic buildings as follows: 

(1) Substations. 

(2) Fire stations. 

(3) Gas regulator stations. 

(4) Police stations, public works facilities. 

(5) Railroad right-of-way but not including railroad yards and shops, other than for 
passenger purposes. 

(6) Telephone exchanges, transmission equipment buildings and microwave relay towers. 

S. Other manufacturing, processing, or storage uses as determined acceptable by the Village 
Zoning Administrator/Building Inspector and the Village Planning and Zoning Commission. 
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TO: Planning & Zoning Commission                     RE:  Discussion and direction to amend the Village’s 

Codes Pertaining to Home Occupations, Chapter 295 
Zoning 

 
FROM: Todd Gerbers, Director of Planning & Code Compliance  DATE: March 19, 2025 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
With the change in the business environment over the past few years and more property owners working from home in 
addition to having home based business, Village Staff has seen an uptick in remodeling permit to convert a basement area 
to more a business setting as well as the request to convert an existing detached accessory to a home office or a contractor 
storage area for their tools and equipment. Staff is requesting to have discussions on the current home occupation 
regulations and how we can adapt it to the changing work environment.  
 
The Village’s current Home Occupation ordinance (basically just a list of regulations noted in a definition) has served the 
Village quite well over the years, but with the changes to the work environment, Staff believes it may be time to review 
the ordinance and may some modifications. The Village is very unique with its numerous different residentially zoning 
districts based on their geographical locations and area / lot size requirements. The R-1, R-3, and most of R-4 properties 
are smaller in nature, while the R-2-R, R-2, and ER have more square footage in area. As we all know, there are a fair 
number of contractors (building, electrical, plumbing, etc.) and lawn mowing businesses that are operated within 
residentially zoned areas. Other than one such business, Staff has not received any complaints or concerns on such uses. 
They are typically kept in good appearance and do not negatively affect the neighborhood. (The one that we did receive 
complaints about was due to traffic on the entire street and not specifically to this one property.) Additionally, Staff has 
received inquiries recently on converting an existing detached accessory building to a small business office. It is fair to 
assume that this is probably happening elsewhere on existing locations. Again, if it is, we are not receiving any complaints 
from such use. 
 
Checking local municipalities, most regulations are very similar to the Village’s, but a lot of those other municipalities do 
not have the unique geographical residential areas that we do. Staff did a broader search and found some unique situations 
and examples, such as establishing two different home occupation standards (“home occupation minor”, for more of your 
home office and similar, and a “home occupation major”, for uses that are a little more flexible such as contractor 
storage/shops). The allowance of a “major” home occupation would then be through a conditional use so that the 
neighbors are made aware of such request. As just one thought for discussion. 
 
Additionally, Staff would recommend some additional requirements be placed in the ordinance to: limit the allowable area 
of a dwelling that could be used as a home occupation, list examples of such allowable occupations, and possible other 
notations to assist property owners during their consideration of such a use. 
 
I do know that the Village of Ashwaubenon has used the conditional use process for some home occupations, so it is not a 
new concept to this area. 
  
 
 

ISSUE:  Discussion and direction on request to repeal and recreate the standards for Home Occupations, Chapter 
295 Zoning         

 
RECOMMENDATION:  This is for discussion and possible direction to Staff     
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Attached are copies of the Village’s current ordinance along with copies of some other communities for reference. Those 
communities are: 

- Village of Ashwaubenon, WI 
- Town of Wescott, WI (Shawano County) 
- City of Urbana, IL 
- City of Manistee, MI 

 
RECOMMENDATION/CONDITIONS 
 
This is for discussion purposes and direct Staff accordingly.           
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Current Village of Hobart Home Occupation Requirements (295-8 Definitions)  
 
HOME OCCUPATION — An occupation or profession carried on by a resident of the principal 
structure, provided all of the following are met:4 

A. There is no sign or display that will indicate from the exterior that the building is 
being utilized in whole or in part for any purpose other than that of a dwelling; 

B. There is no commodity sold upon the premises; 

C. No person is employed on site other than a member of the immediate family residing 
on the premises; 

D. No mechanical or electrical equipment is used, except such as is permissible for purely 
domestic or household purposes; 

E. No accessory building shall be used for such home occupation; 

F. Exterior alterations or modifications that change the residential character or 
appearance of the dwelling, accessory structures or the property itself are prohibited; 

G. There shall be no noise, vibration, glare, fumes, odor, electrical interference, or other 
such condition created by the home occupation that has any observable impact upon 
any location outside the principal structure where the home occupation is conducted. 
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